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According to the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) data, the average Palay output from January to December 2022 was higher than in 2021, from 5.11 met-
ric tons to 5.46 metric tons, or 0.36 percent, but 0.18 percent lower than the 2021 level. The output of palay in 2022 has been reduced because the region is
hardly affected by typhoons Karding and Paeng. Six of the seven central Luzon provinces experienced a minor decline in output, but the provinces of Zambales
(-11.49%), Aurora (-7.49%), and Nueva Ecija (-5.49%) experienced significant decreases. Bulacan, on the other hand, experienced a 3.80 percent increase in
output.Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) data showed that the average Palay yield for January to September 2022 was higher than the in 2021 level by 4.62
percent, from 5.22 metrictons in 2021 to 5.46 metric tons in 2022. Palay production was recorded at 2.24 million metric tons, was higher than the 2.14 million
metric tons production in 2021 or by 4.63 percent. Substantial increments in output were noted in Nueva Ecija (95 thousand metric tons), Bulacan (14 thousand

metric tons), and Pampanga (13 thousand metric tons).

The region’s harvested area decreased by 3.16 percent from 728,062 hectares the previous year. Nueva Ecija contributed -8.05 percent, Aurora contributed
-7.70%, and Zambales contributed -5.62 percent. Other provinces reported an increase in harvested area.Harvested area grew slightly by only 4.17 hectares
from the previous year’s level of 410,327 thousand hectares. The Province of Pampanga recorded the increase in

harvest area was largest increase in the harvested areain Pampanga, followed by Bulacan, Tarlac, and Bataan.

Planting and harvesting reports from the Local Government Units for January to December 2022, however, showed a total of 835,443.78 hectares area har-
vested with a production volume of 4,421,589 metric tons and an average yield of 5.29 metric tons/hectare.Planting and harvesting reports from the Local
Government Units for January to December 2022, however, showed a total of 835,443.78 hectares area harvested with a production volume of 4,421,589 met-
ric tons and an average yield of 5.29 metric tons/hectare.

2,230,934.99
According to PSA data, this year’s achievement was the highest in comparison to previous years i o B
(2020 and 2021). The Program Expenditure Classification was highlighted as the significant factors o
that contributed to the achievement region’s accomplishment as a result of the efficient and effective e =
implementation of the rice program’s projects and activities: (1) Technical Support Services Programs
such as Production Support Services.
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(PSS), Extension Support, Education and Training Services (ESETS), and Research and Development
(RND); (2) Agricultural Machinery, Equipment, Facilities and Infrastructure Programs such as Agri-
cultural Machineries, Equipment, and Facilities Support Services (AMEEFSS), and Irrigation Network
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Production Support Services

The total targeted number of rice seeds distributed to rice farmers in 2022 totaled 396,907 bags, covering 396,907 hectares and benefiting 191,523
farmers. Almost 70% of the seeds distributed were commercial hybrid seeds, with while the remaining 30.50 % to werebe certified seeds.

The fertilizer discount voucher was used to complement the seeds that were distributed. For the Wet season Season 2022, vouchers with a total
value of PHP 273,608,578.82 pesos covering 178,787.09 hectares had already been generated, benefiting 157,887 farmers. Ninety-seven percent

(97.03%) of the vouchers, amounting to PHPPHP 237,344,177.17 pesos, for 153,211.23 hectares have already been claimed by 130,831 farmers.
Further,

there is an ongoing generation of fertilizer discount vouchers for the dry Dry Sseason 2022 - 2023.

Soil ameliorants were also distributed to the seven provinces of Central Luzon in order to help farmers achieve higher yields. As of the coverage

period, 24,133 packs of Bio-N, Biozome, and AMO weredistributed to the rice F2C2 clusters and 18,949 packs of Biozome and AMO to the se-
lected low

Extension Support, Education and Training Services

A total of 20 Climate Resilient Farm Business Schools - Farmer’s Field Schools have beenwere established with the goal of developing and demon-
strating approaches that will enable communities to adapt to the potential impacts of climate variability and change, as well as demonstrating
cost-effective adaptation strategies in agriculture and natural resource management. The intervention benefited 597 farmer-beneficiaries.

Five ameliorant derby sites were also established to test which is the most effective and could serve as the basis for future soil ameliorant procure-

ment. One (1) site each was established in Pilar, Bataan; ; two (2) sites in Aliaga and Science City of Mufoz, Nueva .Ecija; one (1) site in Tarlac
City, Tarlac; and one (1) site in Botolan, Zambales.

In terms of rice farm cluster establishment, 55 rice clusters have already been established in the region’s seven provinces, covering an area of
10,708 hectares and benefiting 7,459 farmers.

A total of 41,171 Rice Crop Manager (RCM) recommendations were generated with the help of the LFTs and AEWs in the field, wherein, a total of 41,171
farmers benefited from the recommendation

D O e 5
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A participatory techno-demo (PTD) was held to investigate the effectiveness of four (4) ameliorants --Innosolve, NEB Plus, Biozome, and RCM-- in order to
promote modern rice production technologies in low-yielding barangays. As of the coverage period, a total of 168 PTDs were established in the region, which
comprised of 39 Innosolve, 43 NEB plus, 42 for Biozome, and 44 for RCM.

These would not be possible without the assistance of our partners in the Local Government Units, who are also commended for their tireless efforts and sup-
port in the rice program project and activity implementation.
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Research Andand Development Services

NextGen Plus validated the provincial rice agro-ecosystem profiles and seed maps of Aurora, Nueva Ecija, and Zambales as part of the Rice R4D Program.
The NextGen team manages the implementation of Participatory Performance Testing and Validation (PPTV) for 19 irrigated lowland varieties and three spe-
cial purpose rice in 22 different ecosystems. In four provinces, the RCM project conducted three studies on field evaluation trials based on RCM recommen-
dations, nutrient omission plot technique trials, and top NextGen rice performance using RCM-based fertilizer recommendation (Bulacan, Pampanga, Tarlac
and Zambales).

Based on the Philippine National Standards for Organic Agriculture and locally available materials, the Mushroom R4D

project has developed a protocol for organic milky mushroom and straw mushroom production. The team has gathered

information for the regional database for mushroom growers andprocessors from 21 groups and 235 individuals. They also developed three oyster mush-
room by-products, (tocino, tapa, and bulgogi), which they then transferred to the Cabisuculan Mushroom Growers Association in Science City of Mufoz,
Nueva Ecija. There were 17Seventeen (17) webinars and 27 on-site trainings on mushroom production and processing were also conducted. Trainings, tech-
no-demonstrations, and mushroom starter kits were provided to two women’s groups and one school.

The CLIARC-LD’sTarlac station’s phase II second phase of rice productivity and cost-cutting project has two components: a rice-based integrated farming
system and a technology demonstration on cost-cutting and productivity techniques. The project has had produced 150 kg of mungbean seeds and 50 kg of
soybean seeds, as well asand splitted four colonies of stingless bees in the station’s rice area. The project demonstrated the planting of other crops after rice to
improve soil fertility and income. It also planted a variety of fruit trees, vegetables, and flowering plants along the rice border as part of an eco-engineering
project. These integration and cost-cutting technologies were demonstrated in an irrigated area of a farmer-partner in Capas, Tarlac.

The stations in San Marcelino and Botolan, Zambales, have carried out two Community-Based Participatory Action Research (CPAR) projects in barangays
Barangays Lucero, San Marcelino, and Sitio, Buri, Masinloc, using an integrated rice-based farming systems approach. Farmers havegrown corn, sweetpotato,
cassava, mungbean, pineapple, vegetables, vermicompost, free-rangechickens, and goats in addition to rice. In collaboration with LGUs and barangay offi-
cials, farmers were given provided with seeds, fertilizers, stocks, trainings, technical assistance, and regular meetings and visits.

The organic rice team conducted four studies to develop the organic riceindustry in Central Luzon: (i) performance of rice varieties under organic production
system; (ii) production of organic rice seeds; (iii) value-chain analysis of organic rice; and (iv) technology demonstration of organic rice-based production
system.

The upland development station in Magalang conducted a study on water efficiency and risk mitigation technologies in enhancing rice production using laser
leveling. Field trials were carried out in three barangays of Magalang, Pampanga, and while four farmers from the other municipalities in Pampanga tried the
technologies in their rice fields. Farmers have discovered elevation differences in their area and recognized the value of having sufficient knowledge on proper
field leveling using the latest technology.

- .« T ®<® 00000 7
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Traditional red rice (with distinct pigment) is the best-performing variety in Tarlac station trials in terms of tillers, height, seed quality, and yield. For seed
production, two 2,500-square-meter sites in Balanga City were collaborated on. Farmer-cooperators produced 1,800.90 kg in April and 1,955 kg in November
of last year. Tarlac station also produced 1,050 kg of seeds, which were distributed to farmer groups and individuals in Tarlac and Bataan, as well as to individ-
uals. According to the VCA's preliminary findings, there are only a few key players in the region’s organic rice consolidators and processors. The majorityMa-
jority of the farmers sell their produce directly to friends, relatives, and random customers in nearby towns and in Manila. On a 2,500 sq.m. setup, the organic

rice-based production system demo sites show a net income of P25,000 to P40,000 per season (1,000 sqm organic rice, 1,000 sq.m. vegetables and 500 sq.m.
animals and fruit trees).

The Research Pool team implemented a CPAR project for the lahar-laden areas in barangays Barangays Manibaug Pasig and Manibaug Libutad, Porac,
Pampanga, with the goal of providing trainings on basic rice production for lahar areas, organic vegetable production, palayamanan, and oyster mushroom
production due to the need for knowledge to venture into other commodities. Thirty-five (35) farmers consistently and actively participated in PhilRice,

Muioz, Nueva Ecija trainings, including the lakbay-aral, and . They were also given seeds by the team. To address irrigation issues in the future, a solar-pow-
ered irrigation system was proposed.

The program also funded SUCs to conduct research to fill research gaps identified in the Central Luzon R4DE Agenda Program. This year, 12 research proj-
ects totaling P14,000,000.00 were funded and transferred to five SUCs. Due to previous project liquidation concerns, the majority of the funds were released
between the third and fourth quarters of the year. The Research team met with the project partners prior to implementation to discuss concerns and remind
them of the approved project deliverables and the need for periodic liquidation reports with complete documentary attachments.

Agricultural Machineries, Equipment, And Facilities Support Services

The twenty-six (26) 4-wheel drive tractors were distributed to 26 farmer organizations, benefiting 1,338 farmer members, and while 26 rice combine harvest-
ers were distributed to the 26 farmer organizations, benefiting 2,261 farmer members.

As of the coverage period, all targeted 26 warehouses had been built to provide safe storage for rice and other grains to prevent grain loss. The warehouse
was also accompanied by a mechanical dryer to be used by the farmers’ organization in drying rice and other grains, which is useful andeconomically viable,
particularly during the wet season when rice is mostly sold fresh by farmers at a lower price. The intervention benefited 26 farmer organizations with a total of

3,317 farmer members. urthermore, the saved funds enabled the construction and distribution of the interventions listed in the table below, with the corre-
sponding number of beneficiaries.

No. unit

Type of intervention distributed Beneficiaries
Warehouse 1 1 farmer group with 359 farmer-members
Hand Tractor 20 20 farmer groups with 1,367 farmer-members
Rice Combine Harvester 5 5 farmer groups with 480 farmer-members
Total 26

Interventions constructed and distributed from saved funds:

A
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Irrigation Network Services

By the end of the year, the program had completed the installation and construction of irrigation systems, including 50 shallow tube wells distributed to the
seven provinces of Central Luzon, covering a total area of 150 hectares and benefiting 50 farmer organizations with 1,941 farmer members. Twenty (20) So-
lar-Powered Fertigation Systems benefitted twenty (20) farmer organizations with a total area coverage of 160 hectares.

The program also completed the construction of 1 diversion dam that generated 20 hectares of service area benefiting 15 farmer members, and 4 irrigation
canals with a service area of 113 hectares, benefiting 159 farmer members. Furthermore, the saved funds allowed the distribution of additional STWs, as
shown in the table below with the corresponding number of recipients.

No. units

Type of intervention distributed Beneficiaries
STW from 2022 savings 30 30 farmer groups with 1,302 farmer-members
STW savings from 2021 i i i .
distributed in FY 2022 70 70 farmer groups with 1,786 farmer-members
Total 100

STWs distributed from saved funds:

Additional Significant Achievements

Other rice program activities that created a positive impact in the rice industry include the provision of quick response support for calamities. 1,952 bags of
21-0-0 were distributed to the RCEF province in the region and benefited 1,028 farmers. A total of 31,499 bags of 21-0-0 were also distributed to the seven
provinces of the region under the Quick Response Fund (QRF) to alleviate damages caused by Typhoon Fabian and others. This benefited 15,543 farmers.

Also, the Rice Competitiveness Enhancement Fund - Rice Farmers Financial Assistance provided financial assistance to rice farmers affected by the Rice
Tariffication Law. Caravans were held throughout the region along with simultaneous store pay-out benefiting 81,114 farmers for a total amount of PHPPHP
405,570,000.00.

The program benefited greatly from the quarterly meetings with the provincial counterparts and the Regional Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) in iden-
tifying issues and concerns, as well as the appropriate actions to be taken. This contributed to the successful implementation of rice program projects and
activities, which significantly improved the region’s production performance.

Other factors that contributed to the rice program’s success included:

« Strong partnership with the LGUs, AFCs, ATI, SUCs, attached agencies (including the PSA), and research institutions;

» Mobilization of Local Farmer Technicians (LFTs);

« Continuous capacity development of Agricultural Extension Workers (AEW5s);

» Some LGUs are directly buying the farmers’ produce at a reasonable price while some LGUs adapting the scheme of providing an additional amount in buy-
ing palay;

« Utilization of varietal recommendations from the results of various R&D;

o Active fertilizer merchants; and

« Tech-savvy personnel.
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Production Support Services

The Corn Banner Program provides corn seeds to FCAs regionwide with the annual targets of 1,003 bags of open-pollinated vari-
eties (OPV) glutinous white corn seeds, 1,092 kg of hybrid glutinous white corn seeds, and 2,806 bags of hybrid GM yellow corn
seeds. The target distribution was in October 2022 in time for the planting season of corn in Central Luzon. As of December 30,
2022, 100% of the total targets were distributed to the provinces in the region.

Fertilizer discounts thru the voucher scheme is also one of the support activities of the Corn Program with a total target of 3,115
vouchers. Each eligible corn and cassava farmer was entitled to one voucher with a PhPPHP2,000.00 fertilizer discount. As of
December 30, 2022, at leastabout 2,727 eligible farmers were uploaded to the Interventions Management Platform (IMP), while
the remaining targets are still under de-duping by the ICTU

+27  DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE™
GPS Datetime : Aug 16, 2023 10:03:16 AM
Latitude : 15.4449743
Longitude : 120.5955895
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Extension Support, Education and Training Services

Various training such as Farmers Field School, Technical Briefing, Livelihood Training, and Cluster Development Training,
composed of 25 batches out of 25 annual targets, has beenwere conducted as of December 30, 2022, benefiting . At least 800
individual participants. have benefitted from the conducted training.

Farm & Fisheries Clustering & Consolidation (F2C2) is being mainstreamed in the Corn Program. As one of the initial phases
of the F2C2, participatory mapping of corn areas is being prioritized to establish efficient database management. As of date,
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