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RICE PROGRAM

Central Luzon, the Philippines' Rice Granary, received the largest share of DA-RFO IlI's FY 2023 budget (PhP 5.57B) to boost rice
production through yield-enhancing and cost-reducing support. The Rice Program obligated 99.43% (PhP 5.54B) and disbursed
94.28% (PhP 5.22B).

In CY 2024, Central Luzon produced 3.48 million metric tons of palay (5.17 mt/ha average yield) from 673,653.67 hectares,
ranking #1 nationally with 18.75% contribution and a 147.63% sufficiency level at a production cost of PhP 9.98/kg. This was
achieved through quality seeds, irrigation improvements, mechanization, balanced fertilization, and extension activities.

The DA RFO lIl Rice Program distributed hybrid seeds to 151,804 farmers and provided fertilizer discount vouchers worth PhP
2.01B to 238,023 farmers (covering 586,701.30 ha).

Extension efforts reached 1,255 participants through various trainings. The program supported the AMIA Cruz Farmers’ Coop-
erative, established technology demonstrations, and generated 21,943 Rice Crop Manager recommendations. 1,451 rice clus-
ters were identified for future development.

Irrigation canal rehabilitation benefited 30 hectares. Farm machinery was distributed to farmer groups. As the RCEF-RFFA im-
plementer, PhP 5,000 cash assistance was given to 210,131 farmers in CY 2024. The DA RFO lil also hosted the 17th National
Rice Techno Forum. The Agri-Puhunan at Pantawid (APP) Program was launched, providing low-interest credit and support to
DA-accredited cooperatives and RSBSA-registered farmers, with 5,254 farmers onboarded in CY 2024.

DA SA GITNANG LUZON KATUWANG SA PAG SULONG
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CORN PROGRAM

The Corn Banner Program distributed a total of 18,700 bags of Hybrid Yellow Corn Seeds and 9,654 bags of Inorganic Fertilizer
for Yellow Corn Seeds through the Corn Program Enhancement Program (CPEP) to FCA beneficiaries across the region. These re-
sources benefited at least 434 FCA recipients in region 3 amounting to One Hundred Thirty-Six Million Three Hundred Thirty-Six
Thousand Pesos Only (Php 136,336,000.00).

Various corn and cassava-related trainings were conducted in Central Luzon, including Farmers' Field Schools on Corn Produc-
tion and Entrepreneurial Skills/ Livelihood Trainings in Corn and Cassava. These initiatives benefited at least 330 participants,
comprising not only corn farmers but also housewives and out-of-school youths, by providing livelihood training opportunities.

Under Agricultural Machinery, Equipment, Facilities and Infrastructure Program (AMEFIP), the Corn Program distributed PhP
86.9M worth of agricultural machinery, equipment, facilities, and infrastructure (160 units) to 160 qualified FCAs in Region lll.
This support aims to enhance farm production, post-harvest activities, and irrigation for corn and cassava areas. Distributed
items included tractors, combine harvesters, hauling trucks, cassava granulators, hammer mills, multi-crop drying pavements,
and pump and engine sets.

DA SA GITNANG LUZON KATUWANG SA PAG SULONG
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LIVESTOCK PROGRAM

The region is promoting Artificial Insemination (Al) to improve genetic potential in ruminant stocks. Semen straws are distribut-
ed from the Philippine Carabao Center and Bureau of Animal Industry. In 2024, the Livestock Section successfully inseminated
5,485 cattle and 14,710 buffalo, with 5,220 large ruminants born. The allocated budget under UNAIP, amounting to PHP
1,100,000.00, was 93.89% obligated as of December 2024 here in Central Luzon.

Philippine Native Animal Development (PNAD) aims to promote domesticated native animals as food for Filipinos. The program
maintains 50 breeder chickens and 30 native pigs, and aims to produce 2,500 native chickens and 192 head native pigs by
2024. Due to old breeder stocks, only 1,431 native chickens were produced, and 750 heads distributed to stations, while 156
native pigs were produced and 96 heads distributed. The allocated budget for PNAD was 91.89%.

Also, it has successfully met its target of 900 beneficiaries for the sentinel protocol under the Integrated National Swine Produc-
tion Initiatives for Recovery and Expansion (INSPIRE) Program. The allocated budget for this protocol, amounting to P45M, had
an obligation rate of 85.75% and the remaining unobligated funds were used for the purchase of additional piglets for those
affected by African Swine Fever and recent typhoons within the region.

Additionally, the region targeted 24 units of hauling trucks in support of the 2022 and 2023 INSPIRE Program. The 24 units
were already delivered and distributed to the prospect beneficiaries.

DA SA GITNANG LUZON KATUWANG SA PAG SULONG
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HIGH VALUE CROPS
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Boost local production and raise the farmers’ and fisherfolks’ income, distributions of seeds and planting materials to boost the
local production of priority commodities in Central Luzon.

The DA RFO Il provided 2,500 kg of assorted vegetable seeds (valued at PHP 22.2M) to support Central Luzon's agriculture.
This initiative targets the expansion of vegetable production across 925 hectares, benefiting 125 farmer groups from the re-
gion's seven provinces, aiming to enhance food security and farmer livelihoods.

Distributed a total of 1,589,600 cuttings of sweet potato amounting to One Million Nine Hundred Eighty-Seven Thousand Pesos
(P 1,987,000.00) to the 8 sweet potato growers association of Bulacan, Tarlac, Pampanga, and Zambales. This aims to expand
the area of sweet potato production in Central Luzon by 31.79 hectares.

Across Central Luzon, 210 schools (30 per province) received PHP 2.52M worth of seeds, garden tools, fertilizers, and other
farm inputs under the Gulayan sa Paaralan Program. The program, in collaboration with the Agricultural Training Institute, also
provided vegetable production training to school GPP focal persons to enhance their garden productivity and educate students.
This initiative aims to provide a reliable food source for students, reduce malnutrition, and promote better health and nutrition.

Also, 38 barangays received PHP 2.47M worth of seeds, garden tools, fertilizers, and other farm inputs (5 barangays each
from Aurora, Bataan, Tarlac, and Zambales; 6 barangays each from Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, and Pampanga). This initiative es-
tablished model vegetable gardens, inspiring replication by over 10 households per barangay who were trained in vegetable
production, thus improving local food security. A search for the Best Gulayan sa Barangay Implementer culminated with Calan-
tipay, Baliwag City, Bulacan, as the 2024 regional champion.

Additiondlly, two vegetable farmers' associations/cooperatives received wind-powered irrigation systems worth PHP 1.27M.
This provides a sustainable, clean, and cost-effective irrigation solution, reducing reliance on conventional energy and offering
an environmentally friendly alternative, especially beneficial in remote areas with limited traditional irrigation access, ultimate-
ly improving crop yield and productivity.

DA SA GITNANG LUZON KATUWANG SA PAG SULONG
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NATIONAL URBAN and PERI-URBAN
AGRICULTURE PROGRAM

The Philippines faces significant food security challenges due to climate change, poverty in agricultural rural areas, population
growth, urbanization, price volatility, and natural disasters. In response, the Department of Agriculture launched the National
Urban and Peri-Urban Agriculture Program (NUPAP) to ensure food accessibility, create livelihoods, promote sustainable urban
agriculture, enhance food safety, rehabilitate communities, reduce logistics costs, and foster collaboration among various
stakeholders.

Across the seven provinces of Central Luzon, 300 kg of lowland vegetable seeds (worth PHP 1.5M) were distributed to 35
farmer groups. This initiative aimed to lower farming costs and increase farmers' income, supporting regional food sufficiency.

In support to region's agricultural resilience and productivity, 1,633,000 sweet potato cuttings (valued at PHP 2,042,000.00)
were distributed to 21 farmer groups (three from each province). To promote healthier vegetable production and improve soil
health by mitigating acidification, thus enhancing sustainability a 50,000 kg of organic fertilizers (budget: PHP 500,000.00)
were distributed to 100 farmer groups (Aurora: 10, Bataan: 14, Bulacan: 18, Nueva Ecija: 18, Pampanga: 20, Tarlac: 10, Zam-
bales: 10).

Four lowland vegetable technology demonstration sites were established, with the first in Mabalacat City, Pampanga, through
parinerships with private companies. This program showcased advance agricultural practices to 38 farmers from Mabalacat
City FCAs through five sets of training covering ten topics. A total of 4,212 square meters was planted with various lowland
vegetables. Additional demonstration sites were established at LA Farm in Iba, Zambales; Hacienda Angelita in San Rafael, Bu-
lacan; and the Nueva Ecija Fruits and Vegetables Seed Center in Muiioz, Nueva Ecija, all aiming to promote sustainable agricul-
ture and enhance local farming knowledge across the region. In addition, five multicultivatiors (valued at PHP 1,500,000.00)
were distributed to five farmers' associations, and Four greenhouse/nursery units (valued at PHP 2M) were established to en-
hance quality seedling production and create business opportunities for local farmers' associations. Furthermore, six hydropon-
ic greenhouses were provided promoting smart, soil-independent, and faster vegetable production, which strengthens the local
food supply and offers potential for increased income year-round in our region
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